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sarva-desa-kala-dasaya janera kartavya
quru-pase sei bhakti prastavya, srotavya

“It is therefore the duty of every
man—in every country, in every cir-
cumstance and at all times—to ap-
proach a bona fide spiritual master,
question him about devotional ser-
vice and listen to him explain the

process.”

— Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 25.122
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Foreword
Ry,

The information in this publication has been compiled for
those aspirants on the path of bhakti who may find themselves
a little confused or perplexed regarding the initiation or re-
initiation process.

Even those who are not interested in the path of bhakti say it is
a virtue to be well informed. For our own benefit, in general we
should fully understand every side of any issue, or specifically
in this case we must endeavour to correctly understand our
Gaudiya siddhanta as presented to us by Srila Prabhupada and
his predecessors. It is for this reason that in this book we present
for you the other side to the current system of initiation currently
being practiced and promoted, commonly known as rtvik.

After reading this booklet, it is then up to you to make your
own decision; you make your own choice! As we all know, serious
misunderstandings can baffle the aspirant on this divine path of
bhakti.

The title for this booklet is based on the words of Srila AC
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada when he said:

“LA gramophbne will not help...”!
“...youmust approach a person who is life living Bhagavata...”?
“... Gramophone or tape record speaker, that will not be...”?

“...You must be live speaker...”*
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“...and take the lessons from live bhagavata...”>

“...50, if one does not surrender unto the living bhagavata, he
cannot understand Srimad-Bhagavatam...”®

Hence the title: “... Surrender Unto The Living Bhagavata ...”

In the Vaisnava community today, there are two major variants
of this rtvik system. The first one being rtvik-vada itself, whereby
a living person offers initiation on behalf of an aprakata Vaisnava
sad-guru, which is a system invented mainly as a response to a
perceived suspension of theavailability of a qualified Vaisnava. The
second major, yet generally unrecognised, system is pracchanna-
rtvik-vada — wherein it is not at all clear whether the initiating
rtvik acts on his own behalf and takes the position of guru and
simultaneously may only be a representative of a transcendental
acarya. The initiating pracchanna-rtvik acts sometimes as guru
himself or at other times appears to claim to be acting on behalf
of an aprakata Vaisnava sad-guru; this is referred to as covered rtvik
or soft rtvik.

All care has been taken to check texts used to the original
books, articles, and letters, and the lectures to the relevant and
available audio files. The information contained in this booklet
can also be found on our website www.tattvadarshan.com. If you
wish to contact us our email address is: info@ tattvadarshan.com.

Your servants,
The editors.

Completed on Sri Gaura Purnima
Gaurabda 528 (16-03-2014)
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Introduction

&@

The information contained in this small book has been
garnered from many sources, especially from the books of Srila
AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and the writings of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada. The subject
matter of this booklet, which is in regards to the acceptance of
a bona fide physically present living sad-guru, Sri-guruy, is the
holiest of holy institutions in our Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya-
sampradaya. This has been clearly explained by our Acaryas and
also by the Supreme Lord Himself in numerous texts.

Tattva Darsinah Guru

The Supreme Lord Himself has said in the Bhagavad-gita:

tad viddhi pranipatena
pariprasnena sevaya

upadeksyanti te jiianarn
jiianinas tattva-darsinah

“Just try to learn the truth by approaching* a spiritual mas-
ter. Inquire from him submissively and render service unto
him. The self-realised soul can impart knowledge unto you be-
cause he has seen the truth.”’

*Editor’s note: Please note the word ‘approach’ is used here. This word means,
to get close to; to draw near to; to come within reach of. Hence, ‘approaching a
spiritual master” denotes person-to-person contact.
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In his Srimad-Bhagavatam purport Srila Prabhupada states:

& 3

“...The Vedic literature instructs: tasmad gurum prapadyeta

be very inquisitive to know the transcendental science deep-
ly. Therefore one must* approach a guru, a spiritual master.
Although Jada Bharata explained everything to Mahara-
ja Rahtigana, it appears that his intelligence was not perfect
enough to understand clearly. He therefore requested a fur-
ther explanation. As stated in Bhagavad-gita (4.34): tad viddhi
pranipatena pariprasnena sevayd. The student must approach a
spiritual master and surrender unto him fully (pranipatena). He
must also question him in order to understand his instructions
(pariprasnena). One should not only surrender to the spiritu-
al master but also render loving service unto him (sevayai) so
that the spiritual master will be pleased with the student and
explain the transcendental subject matter more clearly. A chal-
lenging spirit before the spiritual master should be avoided
if one is at all interested in learning the Vedic instructions in

depth.”?

Also in the Srimad-Bhagavatam the great sage Sri Sukadeva

Gosvami has said:

tasyanucaritam rajann
rsibhis tattva-darsibhih

Srutam hi varnitari bhiiri
tvaya sita-pater muhuh

*Editor’s note: Please note the use of the word ‘must’, it is not optional. One
‘must” approach, one ‘must” also question and one ‘must” also serve. Three main

points of the verse above [Bg 4.34] and this purport, all very personal;

1. “The student must approach a spiritual master and surrender unto him fully
(pranipatena).” 2. “He must also question him in order to understand his instruc-
tions (pariprasnena).” 3. “..but also render loving service unto him (sevaya).”
This again denotes person-to-person contact, the guru and the disciple, a per-

sonal relationship.
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“O King Pariksit, the transcendental activities of Lord
Ramacandra have been described by great saintly persons who
have seen the truth.* Because you have heard again and again
about Lord Ramacandra, the husband of mother Sita, I shall
describe these activities only in brief. Please listen.”?

The Duty Of Every Man

Srila Krsnadas Kaviraja Goswami has written in his Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta:

sarva-desa-kala-dasaya janera kartavya
guru-pase sei bhakti prastavya, srotavya

“It is therefore the duty of every man—in every country, in
every circumstance and at all times—to approach the bona fide

spiritual master, question** him about devotional service and
listen to him explain the process.”*

Accept The Shelter
Srila Riipa Goswami has written in his Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu:

guru-padasrayas tasmat
krsna-diksadi-Siksanam

*Editor’s note: Please note the phrase ‘who have seen the truth’. Sri Sukadeva
Gosvami is making the point that great saintly persons have actually seen the
truth. Therefore such saintly realised persons are the only ones who can proper-
ly represent the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

**Editor’s note: Please note the words ‘question him” and ‘listen to him explain’
are used here. The process of questioning, and hearing the answers. First one
poses the question and then one hears the answer to one’s question from the
bona fide spiritual master. This also denotes person-to-person contact.

ITI
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visrambhena guroh seva
sadhu-vartmanuvartanam

“The first four limbs of sadhana-bhakti are: to accept the
shelter of the lotus feet of a bona fide guru, to take diksa and
receive instructions on service to Krsna from him, to serve him
with intimacy and affection* and to follow the path of the sad-
hus, under his guidance.”” :

Also Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has said:

guru-padasraya, diksa, gurura sevana
sad-dharma-siksa-prccha, sadhu-marganugamana

“On the path of regulative devotional service, one must
observe the following items: (1) One must accept a bona fide
spiritual master. (2) One must accept initiation from him. (3)
One must serve him. (4) One must receive instructions from
the spiritual master and make inquiries** in order to learn de-
votional service. (5) One must follow in the footsteps of the
previous acaryas and follow the directions given by the spiri-
tual master.”®

*Editor’s note: Please note the words ‘serve him with intimacy and affection’
once more denotes a personal relationship with the bona fide spiritual master.
One has met the bona fide spiritual master, one has to ask, ‘how can I serve you?’
Then the bona fide spiritual master gives the (aspiring disciple or) the disciple
instructions on what to do and what not to do. Again this denotes person-to-per-
son contact.

**Editor’s note: Please note the words ‘make inquiries’ and ‘receive instructions’.
Again the same points are delivered by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, again this
denotes a commitment to a personal relationship with the bona fide spiritual
master.

Also the use of the word ‘must’ as it is not an option, one has to do this. Ac-
cording to the Oxford Dictionary the word ‘must” means: be obliged to; should
(expressing necessity); something that should not be overlooked or missed.
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In the 5r1’mad—Bhdguvatam it is described:

guru-Susriisaya bhaktya
sarva-labdharpanena ca

sangena sadhu-bhaktanam
isvararadhanena ca

Sraddhaya tat-kathayar ca
kirtanair guna-karmanam

tat-padamburuha-dhyanat
tal-lingeksarhanadibhih

“One must accept the bona fide spiritual master and ren-
der service unto him with great devotion and faith. Whatever
one has in one’s possession should be offered to the spiritual
master, and in the association of saintly persons and devotees
one should worship the Lord, hear the glories of the Lord with
faith, glorify the transcendental qualities and activities of the
Lord, always meditate on the Lord’s lotus feet, and worship the
Deity of the Lord strictly according to the injunctions of the
$astra and guru.””

tatra bhagavatan dharman
Siksed gurv-atma-daivatah

amayayanuorttya yais
tusyed atmatma-do harih

“Accepting the bona fide spiritual master as one’s life and
soul and worshippable deity, the disciple should learn from
him the process of pure devotional service. The Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, Hari, the soul of all souls, is inclined
to give Himself to His pure devotees. Therefore, the disciple
should learn from the spiritual master how to serve the Lord
without duplicity and in such a faithful and favourable way
that the Supreme Lord, being satisfied, will offer Himself to the
faithful disciple.”®
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bhayam dvitiyabhinivesatah syad
isad apetasya viparyayo <smrtih

tan-mayayato budha abhajet tari
bhaktyaikayesarin guru-devatatma

“Fear arises when a living entity misidentifies himself as
the material body because of absorption in the external, illuso-
ry energy of the Lord. When the living entity thus turns away
from the Supreme Lord, he also forgets his own constitution-
al position as a servant of the Lord. This bewildering, fearful
condition is effected by the potency for illusion, called maya.
Therefore, an intelligent person should engage unflinching-
ly in the unalloyed devotional service of the Lord, under the
guidance of a bona fide spiritual master,* whom he should ac-
cept as his worshippable deity and as his very life and soul.”’

Association
With Advanced Devotees

In the Brhan-naradiya Purana it is written:

bhaktistu bhagavad-bhakta-sangena parijayate
sat-sanga-prapyate pumbhih sukrtaih piirva-saficitaih

*Editor’s comment: Please note the use of the words ‘should learn from him’,
‘should learn from the spiritual master” and ‘under the guidance of a bona fide
spiritual master’ denotes a personal commitment. The bona fide spiritual mas-
ter personally teaches the disciple. This is the fruit of all proper guru-disciple
relationships. The bona fide spiritual master speaks and the disciple listens, and
as explained by Srila Prabhupada in the comments on page VIII, one hears from
the mouth, from the lips, ‘of the life living Bhagavata.” For instance, the word
Upanisad means to sit closer to the guru /teacher. The whole of Vedic culture and
learning is based upon this one point of hearing. Therefore the disciple would sit
as close as possible to the spiritual master so as to hear with greater clarity. The
Monier-Williams Sanskrit Dictionary adds that, Upanisad means ‘setting to rest
ignorance by revealing the knowledge of the supreme spirit.”

VI
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“Devotional sentiments are evoked by the purifying associ-
ation of advanced devotees. The jiva can come into close con-
tact with a pure devotee only by accruing the pious results of
many previous births.”"

Also in the Sr7 Caitanya-caritamrta it is stated:

krsna-bhakti-janma-miila haya ‘sadhu-sanga’
krsna-prema janme, terntho punah mukhya anga

“The root cause of devotional service to Lord Krsna is as-
sociation with advanced devotees.* Even when one’s dormant
love for Krsna awakens, association with devotees is still most
essential.”"

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam it is stated:

satam prasangan mama virya-sarivido
bhavanti hrt-karna-rasayanah kathah

taj-josanad asv apavarga-vartmani
Sraddha ratir bhaktir anukramisyati

“In the association of pure devotees, discussion of the pas-
times and activities of the Supreme Personality of Godhead is
very pleasing and satisfying to the ear and the heart. By culti-
vating such knowledge one gradually becomes advanced on
the path of liberation, and thereafter he is freed, and his attrac-
tion becomes fixed. Then real devotion and devotional service
begin.”!?

*Editor’s comment: Association with sadhus is the most important factor for
advancement in devotional service, especially the association of highly elevated
devotees. As stated above, “The root cause of devotional service to Lord Krsna
is association with advanced devotees”.

VII
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Life Living Bhagavata

Srila AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada has also stated:

i

“...A gramophone will not help...
who is life living Bhagavata...”*®

...approach a person

“...through the mouth of the devotees.” “.. ot gramophone
— through the mouth of, through the lips of real devotee...”"

“...Gramophone or tape record speaker, that will not be.
You must be live speaker...”"

“..Hearing must be from sadhu, from devo-
tee, from the lips of the devotee. Just like Sukade-
va Gosvami was speaking to Maharaja Pariksit...”"

Approach
A Self Realised Vaisnava

Srila Svaripa Damodara Gosvami, the private secretary of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu has said:

yaha, bhagavata pada vaisnavera sthane
ekanta asraya kara caitanya-carane

“If you want to understand Srz'mad—Bhdgavatam,” he said,
“you must approach a self-realised Vaisnava and hear from
him. You can do this when you have completely taken shelter
of the lotus feet of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.”"

In conclusion it is worth noting the rarity of great self-realised
souls by the words of Lord Siva spoken to Parvati:

BT
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guravo bahavah santi
sisya-vittapaharakah
durlabhah sad-gurur
devi sisya-santapaharakah

“One can find many gurus who can take away the wealth of
their disciples, but there are few who can remove the miseries
of their disciples.”*

The quotes in this booklet do not demonstrate an exhaustive
list; there are many, many more quotes on this topic. If you have
any quotes that can assist in this endeavour please send them to
info@tattvadarshan.com for publishing. Please note that all quotes
will need to be referenced.

Your servants,

The Publishers
@Tattva-Darshan Media.

IX
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e s s SUrrender
Unto The
Living Bhagavata...

2@,

Not That You Have To Associate
With The Author

From a Morning walk with Srila Prabhupada
May 21, 1975 Melbourne, Australia

Madhudyvisa: ...cannot become a medical practitioner by

simply reading the books. He must study under a medical
practitioner. So in the case of your books, is it possible
to become a devotee without actually having personal
association with you? Just by reading your books?
Srila Prabhupada: No, it is not that you have to associate with
the author.* But one who knows, if you cannot understand
you have to take lesson from him. Not necessarily that you
have to contact with the author always.

*Editor’s note: Text in bold accentuated by the editor. This is an interesting
point here made by Srila Prabhupada, “...No, it is not that you have to associate
with the author. But one who knows, if you cannot understand you have to take
lesson from him...” On page VIII of the introduction of this book is described
what Srila Svaripa Damodara Gosvami, the private secretary of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, has said about who to go to for instructions. We do not need to
go to the author, but we have to go to someone who knows the subject matter.
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Devotee: Just like the textbooks are not written by the
teachers; they’re written by other professors.

Devotee: Usually you don’t even meet the author.

Srila Prabhupada: Simply one who knows the subject
matter, he can explain.

Madhudyvisa: But can your, would your purports, would
that serve as explanation besides...

Srila Prabhupada: No, no, anyone who knows the subject
matter, he will be able to explain. Not necessarily the author
is required to be present there. [break] ...to study from a
medical man, I never said you have to study from the author.
Or one who understood the author’s purpose. Just like we
are explaining Bhagavad-gita as it is. Not that one has to learn
directly from Krsna. One who has understood Krsna, from
him. That is parampara system.

The Path Of Hearing

“Factually the path of bhakti-yoga is the path of hear-
ing...” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.28.65)

Sunile khandibe cittera ajiianadi dosa
krsne gadha prema habe, paibe santosa

“Simply hearing submissively will free one’s heart
from all the faults of ignorance, and thus one will achieve
deep love for Krsna. This is the path of peace” (Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 1.107)

“My dear Lord, by expanding Your transcendental vi-
brations, You reveal the actual meaning of everything.”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.24.40)
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“Simply by hearing about Him, one develops love for
Him. That is the gift of the Lord.” (Teachings of Lord Cai-
tanya - Chapter 15 explanation of the atmarama verse)

Tac chrnu: “Hear from Me.” [tat—that; sSrnu—try
to hear] (Bhagavad-gita 7.1)

“The favour of the spiritual master is not received
through any other part of the body but the ears.” (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 3.22.7 purport by Srila Prabhupada)

In Touch With
A Realised Spiritual Master

“...Therefore out of thousands and thousands of men,
one may inquire about his spirit self and thus consult the
revealed scriptures like Vedanta-siitras, Bhagavad-gita and
Srimad-Bhagavatam. But in spite of reading and hearing
such scriptures, unless one is in touch with a realised
spiritual master, he cannot actually realise the real na-
ture of self, etc. And out of thousands and hundreds of
thousands of men, someone may know what Lord Krsna
is in fact...” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.2.71 purport by Srila
Prabhupada)

Accepting Guru

“Srila Riipa Gosvami has given directions, in his Bhak-
ti-rasamyta-sindhu, on how to accept a bona fide spiritu-
al master and how to deal with him. First, the desiring
candidate must find a bona fide spiritual master, and
then he must very eagerly receive instructions from him
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and execute them. This is reciprocal* service.” (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 3.22.7 purport by Srila Prabhupada)

“As for acceptance of the spiritual master, that is essen-
tial, because without the instruction of a bona fide spiri-
tual master one cannot progress in the spiritual science.
One should approach the spiritual master with all humil-
ity and offer him all services so that he will be pleased
to bestow his blessings upon the disciple.” (Bhagavad-gita
13.8 purport by Srila Prabhupada)

“When the living entity is lost in the forest of the ma-
terial world, in the struggle for existence, his first busi-
ness is to find a bona fide guru** who is always engaged
at the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Visnu. After all, if he is at all eager to be relieved of the
struggle for existence, he must find a bona fide guru and
take instructions at his lotus feet. In this way he can get
out of the struggle.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.14.1 purport
by Srila Prabhupada)

“Therefore the process is that if you want to make
progress in Krsna consciousness, then you have to find
out a guru who is mahatma.*** Adau gurvasrayam. That is
the first business. Adau, in the beginning, gurvasrayam,
to take shelter of a bona fide mahatma guru. That is the

*Editor’s note: The Oxford Dictionary describes reciprocal as: given, felt, or done
in return; binding each of two parties; expressing mutual action or relationship.
Again person-to-person contact.

**Editor’s note: Please note the use of the words, “find a bona fide gury’ and ‘he
must find a bona fide guru’. This is a personal specific relationship with a highly
qualified guru. This is the act of finding.

***Mahatma: A “greatsoul” an exalted Vaisnava, devotee of Lord Krsna, free from
any material contamination.
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chet [MU 1.2.12]. ‘Must,” abhigacchet. This verb is used —
“must.” It is not, ‘Oh, I can do without guru.” No, that
is not possible. That is not possible. If you want to un-
derstand the transcendental science, spiritual science,
you must approach. Gacchet. This, this form of verb used
when there is the meaning ‘must’.” (Srila Prabhupada
lecture, Vrndavana August 10, 1974)

guru-padasraya, diksa, gurura sevana
sad-dharma-siksa-prccha, sadhu-marganugamana

“On the path of regulative devotional service, one
must observe the following items: (1) One must accept a
bona fide spiritual master. (2) One must accept initiation
from him. (3) One must serve him. (4) One must receive
instructions from the spiritual master and make inquiries
in order to learn devotional service. (5) One must follow
in the footsteps of the previous acaryas and follow the
directions given by the spiritual master.” (Sri Caitanya-
caritamyta, Madhya-lila 22.115)

ato gurum pranamyaioan
sarva-svam vinivedya ca

grhmiyad vaisnavarii mantrati
diksa-piirvam vidhanatah

“It is the duty of every human being to surrender to a
bona fide spiritual master. Giving him everything - body,
mind and intelligence - one must take Vaisnava initiation
from him.” (Sri Hari-bhakti-vilasa 2.10)

sarva-desa-kala-dasaya janera kartavya
guru-pase sei bhakti prastavya, srotavya
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“It is therefore the duty of every man - in every coun-
try, in every circumstance and at all times - to accept the
bona fide spiritual master, question him about devotion-
al service and listen to him explain the process.” (Sri Cai-
tanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 25.122)

adiksitasya vamoru krtaw sarvarii nirarthakam
pasu-yonim avapnoti diksa-virahito janah

“Unless one is initiated by a bona fide spiritual mas-
ter, all his devotional activities are useless. A person
who is not properly initiated can descend again into the
animal species.” (Hari-bhakti-vildsa 2.6 quoted from the
Visnu-yamala)

“One should always remember that a person who is
reluctant to accept a spiritual master and be initiated is
sure to be baffled in his endeavour to go back to God-
head. One who is not properly initiated may present him-
self as a great devotee, but in fact he is sure to encounter
many stumbling blocks on his path of progress toward
spiritual realisation, with the result that he must contin-
ue his term of material existence without relief. Such a
helpless person is compared to a ship without a rudder,
for such a ship can never reach its destination. It is imper-
ative, therefore, that one accept a spiritual master if he at
all desires to gain the favour of the Lord.

The service of the spiritual master is essential.... If one
thinks that he is above consulting anyone else, including
a spiritual master, he is at once an offender at the lotus
feet of the Lord. Such an offender can never go back to
Godhead...” (S Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-1ila 1.35 purport
Srila AC Bhaktivedanta Swami)
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“...Even for a king like Maharaja Pariksit there was
need of a spiritual master for guidance. Without such
guidance one cannot make progress in spiritual life. The
spiritual master must be bona fide, and one who wants
to have self-realisation must approach and take shelter
of a bona fide spiritual master to achieve real success..
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.16.3 purport Srila Prabhupada)

“...The principle of accepting a spiritual master, as
mentioned in the seventh [eighth] verse, is essential.
Even for one who takes to devotional service, it is most
important. Transcendental life begins when one accepts
a bona fide spiritual master. The Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Sri Krsna, clearly states here that this process
of knowledge is the actual path. Anything speculated be-
yond this is nonsense...” (Bhagavad-gita 13.8 purport Srila
Prabhupada)

Vyasadeva Had Need Of A Spiritual Master

“Although formally Srila Narada Rsi is his spiritual
master, Srila Vyasadeva is not at all dependent on a spir-
itual master because in essence he is the spiritual mas-
ter of everyone else. But because he is doing the work
of an acarya, he has taught us by his own conduct that
one must have a spiritual master, even though he be God
Himself. Lord Sri Krsna, Lord Sri Rama and Lord Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu, all incarnations of Godhead, accept-
ed formal spiritual masters, although by Their transcen-
dental nature They were cognizant of all knowledge.”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.5.21 purport Srila Prabhupada)
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“There are many inexperienced persons who advocate
self-realisation without the help of a spiritual master.
They decry the necessity of the spiritual master and try
themselves to take his place by propagating the theory
that a spiritual master is not necessary.* Srimad-Bhaga-
vatam, however, does not approve this viewpoint. Even
the great transcendental scholar Vyasadeva had need of
a spiritual master, and under the instruction of his spiri-
tual master, Narada, he prepared this sublime literature,
Srimad-Bhagavatam. Even Lord Caitanya, although He is
Krsna Himself, accepted a spiritual master; even Lord
Krsna accepted a spiritual master, Sandipani Muni, in or-
der to be enlightened; and all the dciryas and saints of the
world had spiritual masters. In Bhagavad-gita Arjuna ac-
cepted Krsna as his spiritual master, although there was
no necessity of such a formal declaration. So, in all cases,
there is no question about the necessity of accepting a
spiritual master. The only stipulation is that the spiritual
master should be bona fide; i.e., the spiritual master must
be in the proper chain of disciplic succession, called the
parampara system.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.7.39 purport)

Approach A Bona Fide Spiritual Master

“So we have to follow the principle of religion; oth-
erwise we are misguided. Just like a child has to be sent
to school to understand, to become learned scholar. It is
compulsory, not that I may send my child to school or if I

*Editor’s note: It is seen that those who advocate the philosophy of rtvik initi-
ation are themselves taking the place of a bona fide guru and are promoting a
false and inconclusive process not supported by scripture or cultural precedent.
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sa gurum evabhigacchet [MU 1.2.12]*. This is Vedic injunc-
tion. If you want to be learned fully, especially if you want
to learn the transcendental science, gurum eva abhigacchet:
‘One must go to a guru.” Guru—the spiritual master as well
as the teacher also, guru. So he must att..., he must goto a
guru. Tad viddhi pranipatena pariprasnena sevaya [Bg. 4.34].
And going to guru, what you have to do? Pranipatena. You
have to fully surrender. Pariprasnena. After surrendering,
then you can enquire, you can put question. Otherwise,
it is illegal. If you do not accept anybody as guru, then
don’t put question before him to waste his time and your
time. This is the process. First of all find out whom you
like to accept as guru. Then put question. But sometimes
we have to talk with persons who is not student: outsider.
That is preaching work. But sistra says that one should
approach a guru, and with surrender he would ask him,
and guru will talk with a person who is surrendered. Oth-
erwise, there is no necessity of talk, because he will not
accept. One who has come to challenge the guru, so he
will simply waste time. He will not accept. But a disciple
who has surrendered, he will accept. Therefore talking
is recommended between guru and disciple, not outsid-

samit-panih srotriyarn brahma-nistham

“To understand these things properly, one must humbly approach, with fire-
wood in hand, a spiritual master who is learned in the Vedas and firmly devoted
to the Absolute Truth.” [Mundaka Upanisad 1.2.12]

Editors note: Here the words, ‘one must humbly approach” again the act of ap-
proaching, again personal and person to person contact. Also the phrase, ‘...
Therefore talking is recommended between guru and disciple...” The guru speaks
to the disciple and the disciple speaks to the guru, again person to person con-
tact.
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This is essential. And guru trains the disciple according to
the Vedic principle. Therefore there are division of varna
and agrama.” (Srila Prabhupada Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.1.47
Lecture - Dallas, July 29, 1975)

“The path of spiritual realisation is undoubtedly dif-
ficult. The Lord therefore advises us to approach a bona
fide spiritual master in the line of disciplic succession
from the Lord Himself. No one can be a bona fide spir-
itual master without following this principle of disciplic
succession®...” (Bhagavad-gita 4.34 purport)

“...The Lord is the original spiritual master, and a per-
son in the disciplic succession can convey the message of
the Lord as it is to his disciple. No one can be spiritual-
ly realised by manufacturing his own process, as is the
fashion of the foolish pretenders. The Bhagavatam (6.3.19)
says, dharmariv tu saksad bhagavat-pranitam: the path of
religion is directly enunciated by the Lord. Therefore,
mental speculation or dry arguments cannot help one
progress in spiritual life. One has to approach a bona fide
spiritual master to receive the knowledge. Such a spiritu-
al master should be accepted in full surrender, and one
should serve the spiritual master like a menial servant,
without false prestige. Satisfaction of the self-realised
spiritual master is the secret of advancement in spiritu-
al life. Inquiries and submission constitute the proper
combination for spiritual understanding. Unless there
is submission and service, inquiries from the learned
spiritual master will not be effective. One must be able
to pass the test of the spiritual master, and when he sees

*Editor’s note: Please note this sentence, “...No one can be a bona fide spiritual
master without following this principle of disciplic succession...” Therefore how
can the disciplic succession (sampradaya) be followed if we maintain the idea that
it has stopped or come to an end! ‘Sampradaya now ends!”

10
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the genuine desire of the disciple, he automatically bless-
es the disciple with genuine spiritual understanding.
In this verse, both blind following and absurd inquiries
are condemned. One should not only hear submissively
from the spiritual master, but one must also get a clear
understanding from him, in submission and service and
inquiries. A bona fide spiritual master is by nature very
kind toward the disciple. Therefore when the student
is submissive and is always ready to render service, the
reciprocation of knowledge and inquiries becomes per-
tect.” (Bhagavad-gita 4.34 purport)

“We have to receive mercy both from the spiritual mas-
ter and Krsna. We cannot jump over to Krsna. That is an-
other nonsense. We must approach Krsna through guru.
That is parampara system. Krsna is not so cheap thing that
you can jump over. Somebody says, ‘Oh, why shall I ac-
cept guru? I can approach Krsna directly.” No. Krsna does
not accept such... Mad-bhaktah piijabhyadhikah. Krsna says
that ‘First of all you become devotee of My devotee.”
(Srila Prabhupada lecture Bhagavad-gita 2.2 in London,
August 3 1973)

ye me bhakta-janah partha
na me bhaktas ca te janah
mad-bhaktanari ca ye bhaktas
te me bhakta-tama matah

“[Lord Krsna told Arjuna:] “Those who are My direct
devotees are actually not My devotees, but those who are
the devotees of My servant are factually My devotees.””
(Adi Purana, quoted in Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila
11.28, and in Laghu-bhagavatamrta 2.6)

Ll
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“..The best way to establish our relation in tran-
scendental sweetness is to approach Him [Lord Krsna]*
through His recognised devotees. One should not try to
establish the relation directly; there must be a via medi-
um which is transparent and competent to lead us to the
right path.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.9.22 purport)

This Is Called The Parampara System

“..It is difficult, however, to understand Bhagavad-gita
without the help of the guru. Therefore the guru appears
in the parampara system...” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 8.24.53

purport)

“Here the process of devotional service is further ex-
plained. Kasyapa Muni wanted to instruct Aditi in the
same process recommended to him by Brahma for satis-
fying the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This is valu-
able. The guru does not manufacture a new process to
instruct the disciple. The disciple receives from the guru
an authorised process received by the guru from his guru.
This is called the system of disciplic succession (evari
parampara-praptarin imariv rajarsayo viduh [Bg. 4.2]). This
is the bona fide Vedic system of receiving the process
of devotional service, by which the Supreme Personali-
ty of Godhead is pleased. Therefore, to approach a bona
fide guru, or spiritual master, is essential. The bona fide
spiritual master is he who has received the mercy of his
guru, who in turn is bona fide because he has received
the mercy of his guru. This is called the parampara system.
Unless one follows this parampara system, the mantra one
receives will be chanted for no purpose. Nowadays there
are so many rascal gurus who manufacture their mantras

*Editor’s note: The words [Lord Krsna] have been added by the editor.
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as a process for material advancement, not spiritual ad-
vancement. Still, the mantra cannot be successful if it is
manufactured. Mantras and the process of devotional
service have special power, provided they are received
from the authorised person*.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 8.16.24
purport)

General Rules Are Not Changed
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has written:

“After finding a qualified guru, a faithful disciple
should serve him with firm conviction and without du-
plicity. One should accept initiation and krsna-mantra
after pleasing the guru. Those who are averse to taking
initiation and only make a drama of pseudo-kirtana while
advertising ‘themselves as Vaisnavas certainly cheat
themselves. It is not the duty of materialistic persons to
renounce the process of initiation because a few great
souls like Jada Bharata did not take initiation. Initiation
is a constitutional injunction for every birth of the living

*Editor’s note: Srila Prabhupada wrote this at the end of his Bhagavad-gita Pref-
ace. “...We hope, therefore, that people will derive the greatest benefit by stud-
ying Bhagavad-gita As It Is as we have presented it here, and if even one man
becomes a pure devotee of the Lord we shall consider our attempt a success...”
[signed] A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

12 May 1971

Sydney, Australia

So, has the parampara stopped or not? Has Srila Prabhupada been successful
or notin maintaining the sampradaya? This is a serious question with serious
ramifications. If we say that the parampara has stopped then are we saying Srila
Prabhupada was not successful. If we say that Srila Prabhupada was successful
then the parampara, knowledge handed down from bona fide guru to bona fide
disciple [who later on becomes the bona fide guru] etc., must be ongoing. There-
fore there must be, at least, one disciple of Srila Prabhupada who is a bona fide
guru.

R ON & @
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entity. If initiation is not seen in the life of a perfected
soul, it should not be taken as an example. General rules
are not changed because something happens to a partic-
ular person in a special situation. Sri Dhruva Mahara-
ja went to Dhruvaloka in his material body; seeing that,
should one waste time hoping for the same? The general
rule is a living entity gives up his material body and goes
to Vaikuntha in his spiritual body. General rules should
be accepted by people in general. Whenever and what-
ever is desired by the Lord, who is full of inconceivable
potencies, that only happens. Therefore we should never
transgress the general rules. After pleasing the guru by
serving him without duplicity, one should receive from
him instructions on the Absolute Truth and initiation into
chanting the holy name of the Lord. (Follow the Mahaja-
na by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, From Sr7 Bhaktyaloka.
The six qualities that enhance Bhakti.)

Direct Communication With Guru

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada has
stated:

Question: Is it essential to associate and serve the spiritu-
al master directly?
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada:
“We should certainly communicate directly with the
spiritual master. Those who do not wish to serve and as-
sociate with their spiritual master personally are bound
to be cheated. Direct communication with guru is the first
step on the path of divine service.”

“It is not enough to serve the spiritual master with
awe and reverence only from a distance; we must serve
him with strong faith and love. The best example of this

14
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is the intimate service Srila Raghunatha dasa rendered
to Srila Svartipa Damodara Prabhu.” (Amrta Vani Nec-
tar of Instructions for Immortality Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada)

Dr. Patel: Sat-saniga is continuously coming in contact
with such gurus like you or, I mean, reading that sastras,
also is a sat-sanga.

Prabhupada: But reading... By reading, you cannot un-
1.2.12]. That is also vidhilin*: “In order to understand that
science, he must go to guru.” (Srila Prabhupada morning
walk January 8, 1977 Bombay)

“Because when you make a spiritual master you have
got personal touch. Not that in air you make a spiritual
master. You make a spiritual master concrete. So as soon
as you make a spiritual master, you should be inquisi-
tive.” (Srila Prabhupada lecture in London September
3rd 1971)

The Bona Fide Guru Is..

“In the Eleventh Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam Prabud-
dha tells Maharaja Nimi ‘My dear King, please know for
certain that in the material world there is no happiness. It
is simply a mistake to think that there is happiness here,
because this place is full of nothing but miserable condi-
tions. Any person who is seriously desirous of achieving
real happiness must seek out a bona fide spiritual master
and take shelter of him by initiation. The qualification of

*Editor’s note: Vidhiliri. This form of verb is used in Sanskrit grammar, and the
meaning [quite emphatic] is: “You must.” Therefore one must go to guru. “...he
must go to guru.”

15
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a spiritual master is that he must have realised the con-
clusion of the scriptures by deliberation and arguments
and thus be able to convince others of these conclusions.
Such great personalities who have taken shelter of the
Supreme Godhead, leaving aside all material consider-
ations, are to be understood as bona fide spiritual mas-
ters. Everyone should try to find such a bona fide spiritu-
al master in order to fulfill his mission of life, which is to
transfer himself to the plane of spiritual bliss.”” (Nectar of
Devotion Chapter Seven — Evidence Regarding Devotion-
al Principles)

“My dear King, a disciple has to accept the spiritual
master not only as spiritual master, but also as the repre-
sentative of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and the
Supersoul. In other words, the disciple should accept the
spiritual master as God because he is the external man-
ifestation of Krsna.” (Nectar of Devotion Chapter Seven —
Evidence Regarding Devotional Principles)

The Caitya Guru

krsna yadi krpa kare kona bhagyavane
guru-antaryami-riipe sikhaya apane

“Krsna is situated in everyone’s heart as the caitya-gu-
ru, the spiritual master within. When He is kind to some
fortunate conditioned soul, He personally gives one les-
sons to progress in devotional service, instructing the
person as the Supersoul within and the spiritual master
without.” (Sr7 Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 22.47)
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“Every living entity is essentially a servant of the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, and the spiritual master
is also His servant. Still, the spiritual master is a direct
manifestation of the Lord. With this conviction, a disciple
can advance in Krsna consciousness. The spiritual master
is non-different from Krsna because he is a manifestation
of Krsna.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrita, Adi-lili 1.44 purport)

“Krsna appears in two ways. He appears as antaryami,
the Supersoul within himself, within oneself, and He ap-
pears as the spiritual master, externally. Caitya-guru and
diksa-guru. Caitya-guru... As caitya-guru, as the supreme
spiritual master, He is in everyone’s heart. And His rep-
resentative... In order to help externally the sincere per-
son, He sends the spiritual master. Therefore the spiritu-
al master from outside and the caitya-guru from inside,
they are helping. The Supreme Personality is helping a
devotee, a real, serious devotee two ways: from within,
from without. The Caitanya-caritamrta therefore says that
krsnera prakasa, manifestation of Krsna, a spiritual mas-
ter.” (Srila Prabhupada Lecture Srimad-Bhagavatam Gora-
khpur February 10 1971)

jive saksat nahi tate guru caittya-riipe
siksa-guru haya krsna-mahanta-svariipe

“Since one cannot visually experience the presence of
the Supersoul, He appears before us as a liberated dev-
otee. Such a spiritual master is none other than Krsna
Himself.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrita, Adi-lila 1.58)

17
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God Sends You A Spiritual Master

Mr. O’Grady: The problem is to find this spiritual master.
Srila Prabhupada: That is not the problem. The problem
is whether you are sincere. You have problems, but God
is within your heart. [Svarah sarva-bhitanam [Bg.18.61].
God is not far away. If you are sincere, God sends you a
spiritual master. Therefore God is also called caitya-gu-
ru, the spiritual master within the heart. God helps from
within and from without. Everything is thus described in
the Bhagavad-gita. This material body is like a machine,
but within the heart is the soul, and with the soul is the
Supersoul, Krsna, who gives directions. The Lord says,
“You wanted to do this; now here is the chance. Go and
do it.” If you are sincere, you say, “Now, God, I want
You.” Then He will give you directions. “Yes, now you
come and get Me like this.” This is His kindness. How-
ever, if we want something else, that is all right. We can
have it. God is very kind. When I want something, He is
in my heart directing me and telling me how to have it. So
why should He not give directions on how to have a spir-
itual master? First of all we must again be eager to revive
our God consciousness. Then God will give us a spiritual
master. (Science of Self Realisation chapter 7 Exploring the
Spiritual Frontier)

S0 One Must Be Sincere

“So, finding a bona fide guru requires intelligence and
sincerity. If you are serious about understanding the goal
of life, spiritual knowledge, then Krsna will help you. He
is situated in everyone’s heart, and he understands when
you are sincerely seeking the Absolute Truth. Then He
gives direction: ‘Go to this person.”” (The Quest for En-

18



lightenment — Chapter Three The Spiritual Master - The
Shelter from All Dangers by AC Bhaktivedanta Swami
Srila Prabhupada)

“...50 you must know, if you are so foolish that you
go to a butcher shop and ask him to supply diamond
or gold, then you'll be cheated. You must know at least
where to go and purchase gold or diamond. These are
valuable things. So that requires little intelligence and
sincerity. If we are sincere that ‘I want to purchase gold
or diamond...” This is crude example, but the spiritual in-
quiry... if one is actually serious about understanding the
goal of life, spiritual knowledge, then Krsna is situated
in everyone’s heart. He understands how this person is
sincerely seeking. Then He'll give direction that “You do
this.” He is giving direction in every respect. We want to
do so many things, so Krsna is giving us facility.

iSvarah sarva-bhiitanam

hrd-dese ‘rjuna tisthati

bhramayan sarva-bhiitani
[Bg. 18.61]

He is giving all facilities. But when one becomes ac-
tually very much eager to understand Krsna, God, He is
very glad to give instruction, that “You go to such and
such person and you submissively inquire, and you'll
be..” Guru-krsna krpaya paya bhakti-lata-bija [Cc. Mad-
hya 19.151]. By the mercy of guru, by the mercy of Krsna,
one can make advancement in spiritual understanding.
So one must be sincere. Then every direction is there.”
(From a lecture by Srila Prabhupada Washington DC July
8,1976)
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“The Personality of Godhead may not be present
before one’s eyes, but if one is sincere in wanting such
guidance the Lord will send a bona fide person who can
guide one properly back home, back to Godhead.... The
bona fide representative of God is as good as God Him-
self. Or, in other words, the loving representative of the
Lord is more kind and more easy to approach. A sinful
soul cannot approach the Lord directly, but such a sinful
man can very easily approach a pure devotee of the Lord.
And if one agrees to put himself under the guidance of
such a devotee of the Lord, he can also understand the
science of God and can also become like the transcenden-
tal pure devotee of the Lord and thus get his liberation
back to Godhead, back home for eternal happiness.” (Sri-
mad-Bhagavatam 2.7.46 purport)

“... Where, then, is the difficulty in finding a guru? If
one is sincere he can find the guru and learn everything.
One should take lessons from the guru and find out the
goal of life.”* (Srimad-Bhagavatam 8.24.53 purport)

“...The Lord Himself appears as the spiritual master to
a person who is sincere in heart about serving the Lord.
Therefore the bona fide spiritual master who happens to
meet the sincere devotee*™ should be accepted as the most
confidential and beloved representative of the Lord. If a
person is posted under the guidance of such a bona fide

*Editor’s note: We must be sincere, we must find bona fide guru and learn ev-

erything from him. Simple.

**Editor’s note: Srila Prabhupada tells us that one must be sincere. Further, by
explaining that ‘the bona fide spiritual master who happens to meet the sincere
devotee’, he is clearly pointing out to us that our process is a living, person-
al process. The spiritual master meets the disciple and the disciple meets the
spiritual master. Also another point is that if one receives guidance of guru that
means he has the Lord’s grace - i.e. those who deny that we need such direct
guidance under guru are taking their followers away from the Lord’s grace.



spiritual master, it may be accepted without any doubt
that the desiring person has achieved the grace of the
Lord.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.9.7 purport)

Hearing Is Everything

“...0ne should be very careful to receive the message
from the spiritual master through the ears and execute it
faithfully. That will make one’s life successful...” (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 3.22.7 purport)

“One has to receive the transcendental sound from the
right source, accept it as a reality and prosecute the direc-
tion without hesitation. The secret of success is to receive
the sound from the right source of a bona fide spiritual
master. Mundane manufactured sound has no potency,
and as such, seemingly transcendental sound received
from an unauthorised person also has no potency. One
should be qualified enough to discern such transcenden-
tal potency, and either by discriminating or by fortunate
chance if one is able to receive the transcendental sound
from the bona fide spiritual master, his path of liberation
is guaranteed.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.9.8 purport)

“You are correct when you say that when the Spiritual
Master speaks it should be taken that Krishna is speak-
ing. That is a fact.” (Srila Prabhupada Letter, June 10th,
1969)

“The first thing is §ravana. Sravana means hearing.
One has to hear from authorities. That is the beginning
of spiritual life or Krsna consciousness. Just like Arjuna.
He achieved his spiritual consciousness, or Krsna con-
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sciousness, by hearing from Krsna. Similarly, one has to
hear from Krsna or from the representative of Krsna. One
who presents Krsna’s words as it is—from him one has
to hear because at the present moment we have no op-
portunity to hear directly. To hear directly from Krsna
is there. The arrangement is there. Krsna is situated in
everyone’s heart, and one can hear from Him very easily,
anywhere and everywhere, but he must have the training
how to hear. For that purpose one requires the help of
the representative of Krsna. ...So in the Caitanya-caritamr-
ta it is also said that spiritual master is the direct man-
ifestation of Krsna. Krsna comes before the devotee as
spiritual master just like sun enters your room by the
sunshine. Although the sun does not enter your room or
your city or your country—he is so many millions and
millions of miles away—still, he can enter everywhere by
his potency, the sunshine. Similarly, Krsna ‘enters every-
where by His different potencies. And to receive this light
from Krsna, one has to hear. Hearing is so important.”
(San Francisco March 16, 1967 Purport on Bhajahii re mana
Tape reference - 670316PU.SF)

_ In 1959, just after entering the renounced order of life,
Srila Prabhubada composed this narration:

“A pure living entity, being always subservient to the
Almighty Godhead Sri Krsna, should reverentially give
an aural reception to the transcendental sound emanat-
ing from the mouth of a self-realised soul describing the
glories of the Personality of Godhead. Only a self-real-
ised soul can produce the powerful effect of transcenden-
tal sound. Devotees must live thoroughly honest lives in
all respects by their body, mind, and words. These are
the simple methods of culturing spiritual realisation to
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its zenith.” (In Search of the Ultimate Goal of Life - Hear
from Realised Souls, pre 1967 by Srila A. C. Bhaktivedan-
ta Swami Prabhupada )

“The transcendental form of eternal bliss and knowl-
edge can be experienced by our original spiritual senses,
which can be revived by chanting of the holy mantras,
or transcendental sound representations. Such sound
should be received from the transparent agency of the
bona fide spiritual master, and the chanting may be prac-
ticed by the direction of the spiritual master. That will
gradually lead us nearer to the Lord.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam
1.5.38 purport)

“...One should be intelligent enough to understand
or to hear katha of Krsna. Simply you have to do this.
Just like you are all sitting here. It doesn’t require that
you have to pass M.A. examination, Ph.D. examination.
God has given you the ear. Simply you sit down and hear
from a realised person. The words are there, the message
are there. Just like Srimad-Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita, es-
pecially. Everything is there to understand about God.
Simply you have to increase your attachment for hearing.
That is, that qualification required. Not that first of all
you pass M.A. examination, then you come here and you
can understand. No. Simply by hearing, hearing, hear-
ing, you will'become expert. Kovida. Simply. That... This
process has been approved by Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
Sthane sthitah Sruti-gatam tanu-van-manobhih. You can re-
main in your position, but try to hear the transcenden-
tal message from realised soul. Then gradually you will
be enlightened and you will be free from this knot, this
material bondage...” (Srila Prabhupada lecture Srimad-
Bhagavatam 1.2.15 Los Angeles August 18 1972)
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[This is King Prthu speaking to the Lord], “My dear
Lord, I therefore do not wish to have the benediction of
merging into Your existence, a benediction in which there
is no existence of the nectarean beverage of Your lotus
feet. I want the benediction of at least one million ears,
for thus I may be able to hear about the glories of Your lo-
tus feet from the mouths of Your pure devotees.” (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 4.20.24 verse)

Purport: “...Maharaja Prthu wanted to have a million
ears to hear the glories of the lotus feet of the Lord. He
specifically mentioned that the glories of the Lord should
emanate from the mouths of pure devotees, who speak
from the cores of their hearts. ...Srimad-Bhagavatam be-
came more relishable because it emanated from the
mouth of Srila Sukadeva Gosvami. One might think that
these glories of the Lord can be heard from anywhere,
from the mouths of either devotees or nondevotees, but
here it is specifically mentioned that the glories of the
Lord must emanate from the mouths of pure devotees.
Sri Sanatana Gosvami has strictly prohibited hearing
from the mouth of a nondevotee. There are many profes-
sional reciters of Srimad-Bhagavatam who speak the nar-
rations very ornamentally, but a pure devotee does not
like to hear from them because such glorification of the
Lord is simply a vibration of material sound. But when
heard from the mouth of a pure devotee, glorification of
the Lord is immediately effective.

The words satari prasangan mama virya-sarivido (Bhag.
3.25.25)* mean that glorification of the Lord is potent
when uttered from the mouth of a pure devotee...”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.20.24 purport)

*Editor’s note: This verse clearly explains that we need to hear the glorification
of the Lord in association with pure devotees, Suddha-bhaktas.
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“It is explained in the previous verse that one has to
hear glorification of the Lord from the mouth of a pure
devotee. This is further explained here. The transcen-
dental vibration from the mouth of a pure devotee is so
powerful that it can revive the living entity’s memory of
his eternal relationship with the Supreme Personality of
Godhead...

“...This awakening voice comes through the mouth of
a pure devotee.

...For a conditioned soul, therefore, it is very import-
ant to hear from the mouth of a pure devotee, who is fully
surrendered to the lotus feet of the Lord without any ma-
terial desire, speculative knowledge or contamination of
the modes of material nature.

“...Therefore, this process of hearing from the mouth
of a pure devotee is very important for making progress
in the line of spiritual understanding.” (From Srimad-
Bhagavatam 4.20.25 purport)

“Concerning your questions: Yes, it will help to read
Bhagavad-gita but you have to hear from the realised per-
son. Without the help of guru, if you read independently,
you may be misguided. ... Our system, the Vedic system,
is to approach the right person and hear from him exact-
ly as Arjuna listened from Krishna. Mental speculation
will not help. Hearing is the main point. ...That is the
difference, hearing from devotees, the sound vibration
coming from the realised person. Tattva-darsana--hear-
ing from one who has seen the truth. Reading or hear-
ing from the realised person there is no difference, but
hearing the sound vibration from the realised soul is still
more effective, better.” (Letter to: Punjabi Premanand,
Bombay 16 April, 1976)
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“So hearing is very important. Hearing. Just like
Arjuna heard from Krsna.” (Srila Prabhupada Room
Conversation - May 10, 1969, Columbus, Ohio)

“...Krsna’s another name is Ajita: He is never con-
quered. But any person who hears about Krsna, jriane
prayasam udapdsya namanta eva san-mukharitarm bha-
vadiya-vartam, simply mental speculation, giving up this
bad habit, jiiane prayasam udapasya, leaving aside, namanta
eva, very humbly and meekly, if one hears from the real-
ised soul about Krsna, then in any position, sthane sthitih,
because he is hearing from the realised soul, then one day
it will be possible to conquer the unconquerable. Prayaso
‘jita jito ‘py asi tais tri-lokyam...” (Srila Prabhupada lecture
Bhagavad-gita 4.12, Bombay, April 1 1974)

“You hear from the realised soul. God has given you
ear you can hear. It doesn’t require education. Former-
ly everyone was taking education simply by hearing.
There was no book. Therefore all the Vedic knowledge is
called $ruti. ... Sruti. So this Krsna consciousness move-
ment is opening centres just to give you chance to hear
about Krsna, only hearing. Sthane sthitah Sruti-gatam ta-
nu-van-manobhih. Simply by hearing, you become per-
fect. Just like Pariksit Maharaja. At the time of point of
his death, he had no time to perform any yaj7ia or any big,
big thing. He simply heard Srimad-Bhagavatam carefully.
Sri-visnoh $ravane pariksid abhavad vaiyasakih kirtane. And
he became perfect simply by hearing.” (Srila Prabhupada
lecture Bhagavad-gita 4.14 Bombay, India April 3, 1974)
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We Have To Follow
The Path Of Great Personalities

“Bhagavata means this, one who is related with Bhaga-
van. Bhagavata. From bhagavat-Sabda, from the word bhaga-
vata, bhagavata. So bhagavata means the grantha-bhagavata,
the book Bhigavata, and the devotee bhigavata. So either
you read Srimad-Bhagavatam... But Srimad-Bhagavatam
should be relished, understood through person bhagava-
tam. It is recommendation. Svartipa Damodara, Caitanya
Mahaprabhu'’s secretary, personal secretary, he chastised
one brahmana. He wrote something wrong, and after all,
he gave him advice that ‘If you want to study Bhagavata,
then bhagavata paro giya bhagavata sthane(?), try to under-
stand Srimad-Bhagavatam from a devotee, not from a pro-
fessional man who is earning his livelihood by reading
Bhagavata.” He must be practical bhagavata. Then you will
gain. Sanatana Gosvami has also said that avaisnava-muk-
hodgirnari piitam hari-kathamrtam. Hari-katha, amrta, nec-
tar, but still, although it is amrta, it is not to be received
from the mouth of a nondevotee. One must be practical
devotee, pure devotee. When he speaks, you should re-
ceive Bhagavata, the message of Bhagavata, Bhagavad-gita
from him. ... And Svartipa Damodara, secretary of Lord
Caitanya, he has also the same thing, that bhagavata paro
giya bhagavata sthane. Those who are practical bhigava-
ta, life bhﬁguvﬁtu, from them, from him try to understand
Bhagavata.

“So Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s instruction, His secre-
tary’s instruction, and Sanatana Gosvamis... These are
mahdjana. Mahajano yena gatah sa panthah [Cc. Madhya
17.186]. We have to follow the path of great personalities.
Not of the fools and rascals. Then you'll get the result.”
(5rimad—thigavatum 1.2.18 lecture Vrndavana October 29,
1972)
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From The Mouth - From The Lips

“...A businessman is always very eager to go to a place
where business is transacted. Similarly, a devotee is very
eager to hear from the lips of liberated devotees. As soon
as one hears the glories of the Lord from the liberated
devotees, he immediately becomes impregnated with
Krsna consciousness...” (From Srimad-Bhagavatam pur-
port 4.29.39-40)

krsna-namera mahima sastra-sadhu-mukhe jani
namera madhuri aiche kahan nahi suni

“One has to learn about the beauty and transcenden-
tal position of the holy name of the Lord by hearing the
revealed scriptures from the mouths of devotees. No-
where else can we hear of the sweetness of the Lord’s
holy name.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-lila 1.101)

“...My dear Lord, I therefore do not need any other
benediction but the opportunity to hear from the mouth
of Your pure devotee.” (From Srimad-Bhagavatam verse
4.20.25)

“.... Krsna says that ‘Anyone who understands Me
in truth ..” So how you will understand? Simply if you
hear about Him, then you will understand. Then you
will understand. So hearing is not very difficult job. But
you must hear from the realised soul. That is... Satam
prasangan mama virya-samvidah. If you hear from a pro-
fessional man, that will not be effective. Hearing must be
from sadhu, from devotee, from the lips of the devotee.
Just like Sukadeva Gosvami was speaking to Maharaja
Pariksit...” (Srila Prabhupada lecture Srimad-Bhagavatam
June 12, 1972)
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“Then what is required? Namanta eva. Just become
submissive. Don’t think yourself as very great philoso-
pher, theologist, scientist. Just be humble. My dear sir,
just be humble.” Namanta eva. “‘Then what will be my
business? All right, I shall become humble. Then how I
shall make progress?” Now, namanta eva san-mukharitari
bhavadiya-vartam. ‘Just hear the message of God.” ‘From
whom?” San-mukharitam: ‘through the mouth of the dev-
otees.” Not professional, not gramophone — through
the mouth of, through the lips of real devotee.”* (July 8,
1975 6.1.24 Chicago)

“..What is the process? San-mukharitam bha-
vadiya-vartam: "You just try to understand the Supreme
from thereliable source.” San-mukharitam. Sat-mukharitam.
Mukharita means from the lips, from the lips of real-
ised souls. Just like Arjuna is understanding about God
from direct Krsna, from the lips of Krsna. Svayarii pad-
manabha-mukham, mukha-nihsrtah. So this is the process.
So similarly, if we understand about God through the
lips of Arjuna or his bona fide representative, that is the
process...” (Srila Prabhupada lecture Bhagavad-gita 8.14-
15 New York, November 16 1966)

“..50 these things are sometimes inconceivable. But
it is not inconceivable. It is possible to... Our real point
is that Sukadeva Gosvami was not a grammarian, but he
learned everything from his father by hearing. Therefore
it is called srityamanayam. If you hear from the right per-
sen, properly, then you become perfect. There is no need
of literary education. Therefore Vedas are called sruti.

*Editor’s note: You will notice that Srila Prabhupada points out that this tran-
scendental sound cannot be received from a professional reciter or from a gram-
ophone recording. Both are material and both cannot hold the living transcen-
dental sound vibration.
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Sruti means... Formerly the students, they were learn-
ing everything. Their memory was so nice and sharp
that simply by hearing from guru’s mouth they would
learn. In the Kali-yuga, because the memory is not so
str... [break] ...Vyasadeva recorded this in writing, that
‘The rascals will come henceforward. They will have not
very sharp brain, memory, so let me keep this literature
in writing so that in future they may take advantage of
it. Or somebody will read and they will hear. In this way
their life will be successful.” (Lecture Srila Prabhupada
Srimad—Bhdguvatum 1.7.8 - Vrindavana, September 7, 1976)

“..If you simply becomes a gramophone speaker,
then it will not be effective. Gramophone or tape record
speaker, that will not be. You must be live speaker. Your
living condition should be spiritually, what is called, sur-
charged...” (Srila Prabhupada room conversation Mauri-
tius October 5, 1975)

Guest: If you could just explain to me the difference be-
tween the... I mean, how this fits in, the monistic or the
idea of the unitary view that Krsna is everything, all and
in all. And then at the same time that the world, there
is this world of illusion which is somehow distinct from
Krsna. Could you just explain this point to me?

Srila Prabhupada: This is very easy to understand. Just
like you are recording my speeches in the tape recorder.
When you play back it will speak just like I am speak-
ing, but I am not there.* Is it not fact?

Guest: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: It will appear now I am speaking from

*Editor’s note: Srila Prabhupada’s choice of words here is very specific. The
meaning is clear, “It appears I am speaking from beyond this world.” It appears
when we hear the tape recording that he is there but as Srila Prabhupada states,
‘Tam not there’.
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beyond this world.”
(room conversation Srila Prabhupada August 9th 1971
London — 710809, rc.lon)

“But Krsna says that itiyam me bhinna prakrtir astadha,
“These eight kinds of material elements, they are separat-
ed energy from Me.” Separated energy, you can under-
stand very easily. Just like I am speaking and it is being
recorded in the tape recorder. When the tape recorder is
replayed again, you'll find that I am speaking again. But
that speaking and my present speaking is differ-
ent.* Therefore that speaking is separated energy. Now I
am speaking directly. That is not separated, but when it
is transferred to another matter that is separated energy.”
(lecture in Bombay on March 30 1971 Srila Prabhupada )

Srila Visvanatha Cakravati Thakura writes:

“... Uddhava says in Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.29.6**:
‘Krsna reveals Himself through the dcarya (spiritual mas-

*Editor’s note: It is different. He is not speaking directly. It is separated energy,
separated from him, not him, it only appears to be him but he is not there.

**Editor’s note: It seems that we cannot get away from this point of hearing from
the living sadhu. “...from the lips...” “...from the mouth...”

*This is the verse quoted by Srila Visvanatha Cakravati Thakura:
_naivopayanty apacitii kavayas tavesa
brahmayusapi krtam rddha-mudah smarantah
yo ‘ntar bahis tanu-bhrtam asubhari vidhunvann
dcarya-caittya-vapusa sva-gatirit vyanakti

“O my Lord! Transcendental poets and experts in spiritual science could not
fully express their indebtedness to You, even if they were endowed with the
prolonged lifetime of Brahma, for You appear in two features—externally as the
acarya and internally as the Supersoul—to deliver the embodied living being by
directing him how to come to You.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.29.6)
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ter) or through the agency of the Supersoul.” Thus some
devotees attain knowledge about the moods of Krsna and
His Vraja associates from the mouth of a guru, some from
the mouth of a learned raganuga devotee...” (Sr7 Sri Raga-
vartma-candrika By Srila Viévanatha Cakravati Thakura,
Prathama Prakasha)

The Saffron Mercy Particles

“A pure devotee always engages in the service of the
Lord, taking shelter of His lotus feet, and therefore he
has a direct connection with the saffron mercy-particles
that are strewn over the lotus feet of the Lord. Although
when a pure devotee speaks the articulation of his voice
may resemble the sound of this material sky, the voice is
spiritually very powerful because it touches the particles
of saffron dust on the lotus feet of the Lord. As soon as a
sleeping living entity hears the powerful voice emanat-
ing from the mouth of a pure devotee, he immediately re-
members his eternal relationship with the Lord, although
up until that moment he had forgotten everything.”*
(From Srimad-Bhagavatam verse 4.20.25 purport)

*Editor’s note: This is why it is so very necessary to hear directly from a pure

devotee. Such a pure Vaisnava has direct contact with the Lord. So the phrase
‘pure devotee’ is not such a cheap term to be loosely bandied about. In his pur-
port of Srimad-Bhagavatam verse 4.24.20 Srila Prabhupada states: “...or pure dev-
otees, are also called great souls—but they are very rarely found. One can find
many great souls amongst yogis and jiianis, but a truly great soul, a pure devotee
of the Lord, who is fully surrendered to the Lord, is very rarely found...” There-
fore it begs the question, can the sound on a tape, DVD, CD or MP3 have direct
connection with the particles of saffron dust on the lotus feet of the Lord. (These
being technical devices mere electrical impulses converted to sound through
various items of mechanical equipment). Or do we need to hear directly from a
living ‘self realised soul’?
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The Person Bhagavata

”Srz'mad—Bhﬁgavatam, or, for that matter, any other
scientific literature, cannot be studied at home by one’s
own intellectual capacity. Medical books of anatomy or
physiology are available in the market, but no one can
become a qualified medical practitioner simply by read-
ing such books at home. One has to be admitted to the
medical college and study the books under the guidance
of learned professors. Similarly, Srimad-Bhagavatam, the
postgraduate study of the science of Godhead, can only
be learned by studying it at the feet of a realised soul like
Srila Vyasadeva. Although Sukadeva Gosvami was a lib-
erated soul from the very day of his birth, he still had to
take lessons of Srimad-Bhagavatam from his great father,
Vyasadeva, who compiled the Srimad-Bhagavatam under
the instruction of another great soul, Sri Narada Muni.
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu instructed a learned brah-
mana to study Srimad-Bhagavatam from a personal bhaga-
vata.”* (Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.1.8 purport)

“..So Kali-yuga is a very precarious condition: no
knowledge, ignorance, and no nirovrtti. Everyone is in
pravrtti. So whatever their condition may be, but if you
want actually freedom from this material conditional
life, then you should follow dcarya. Acaryavan purusah.
Acaryopasanam. Krsna is personally acting as dcarya.
He’s coming again as dcarya, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
He has got so many representatives acarya: Sri Ramanu-

*Editor’s note: Interestingly enough, Sukadeva Gosvami was a liberated soul
from birth, but he still had to take lessons in Srimad-Bhagavatam from his great
father, Vyasadeva, who compiled the Srimad-Bhagavatam under the instruction
of another great soul, Sri Narada Muni. We are thus taught that comprehending
Srimad-Bhagavatam cannot be done independently of surrendering at the lotus
feet of the self-realised soul.
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jacarya, Madhvacarya, Nimbarka, Visnu Svami, so many
acaryas. Evarit parampara-praptam [Bg. 4.2]. So take lesson
from the dcaryas. Sukadeva Gosvami is dcarya. Vyasade-
va is acarya. He’s making the next acarya by teaching
him-adhyapayam asa, Sukam adhyapayam asa—so that he
is becoming acarya. So we have to go the acarya and take
lesson.... :

“So Sukadeva Gosvamd is the next dcarya, but one has
to learn from the original acarya. Evarit parampara-prap-
tam imam rajarsayo viduh [Bg. 4.2]. So unless we come to
the parampara system, acarya after dacarya, there is no right
education. Therefore Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s private
secretary, personal secretary, Svartipa Damodara, he ad-
vised, bhagavat para giya bhagavat sthane. If you want to
learn Srimad-Bhagavatam, you go to a person whose life
is Bhagavatam. Grantha bhagavata and person bhagavata—
both of them bhagavatas. So bhagavat para giya bhagavat
sthane. One whose life is Bhagavatam and nothing else,
you should learn Bhagavatam from him, not from the pro-
fessional person who are earning livelihood by reading
or reciting Srimad-Bhagavatam. That will not be effective.
You have to find out like Sukadeva Gosvami. Then this
study of Srimad-Bhagavatam will be effective.”* (Lecture
Srila Prabhupada Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.7.8 - Vrindavana,
September 7, 1976)

*Editor’s note: It is interesting that Srila Prabhupada has said: “He’s making the

next acarya...” “...So we have to go the acirya and take lesson...” “So Sukadeva
Gosvami is the next dcarya...” Also in this lecture he has said: “...So unless we
come to the parampara system, acarya after dacarya, there is no right education...”
“..dcarya after acarya..”” And, “...You have to find out like Sukadeva Gosvami.
Then this study of Srimad-Bhagavatam will be effective...”

“...50 we have to go the acarya and take lesson...” This phrase implies the act of
going to someone and that is the acirya. So we have to go to an acarya.
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“Sruta. The specific meaning of $ruta means this
knowledge has to be received through the ear, through
the tongue. Sevonmukhe hi jihvadau [Brs. 1.2.234]. Sruta-
grhitaya. It is never explained in the Vedic literature that
the science of God can be understood by the eyes. No.
It has been mentioned, the tongue and the ear. These
are the sources. Sruta-grhitaya. One must hear the Vedic
literature. The Vedic literature is called, therefore, sruti.
Srotriyari brahma-nistham [MU 1.2.12]. Srotriyam. Former-
ly there was no book. The students used to hear from
the spiritual master. Sruta, srotriyam. That was perfect.
There was no need of literacy. That ear is sufficient. Sruta-
grhitaya. Tac chraddadhana munayo jAana-vairagya...[SB
1.2.12]. And hearing, hearing, hearing, one becomes en-
lightened with knowledge, and the effect of knowledge is
vairagya. Vairagya, detachment.” (Lecture Srila Prabhupa-
da Bhagavad-gita 13.18 - Bombay, October 12, 1973)

Transcendental Sound

“...By vibrating this transcendental sound, the mean-
ing of everything, both material and spiritual, is re-
vealed...” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.24.40 purport)

“The favour of the spiritual master is not received
through any other part of the body but the ears.” (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 3.22.7 purport)

“Whatever devotees speak, however, is above mun-
dane sound vibration. Such sounds are invested with
extraordinary power. As soon as they enter human ears,
they awaken people’s spiritual consciousness. These
sound vibrations can penetrate Brahmaloka, pass over
the Viraja River, and enter Vaikuntha. The same sound
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that appears in this world from Vaikuntha takes us back
to Vaikuntha.”

“There is no way to connect ourselves with the tran-
scendental object except by aural reception”

“I am in favour of transcendental sound. If you walk
with the heavy burden of the rubbish you have accumu-
lated balanced on your head, you will not be able to move
an inch toward Vraja or the Lord. Those who are estab-
lished as intellectual giants should suspend their phi-
losophy for some time and hear transcendental sound.”
(Amrta Vani Nectar of Instructions for Immortality Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada)

Association Of The Bhagavatas

“This is the secret. Unless one is svanubhavam, self-re-
alised, life is bhiagavata, he cannot preach Bhagavata. That
is not... That will not be effective. A gramophone will not
help. Therefore Caitanya Mahaprabhu'’s secretary, Svarii-
pa Damodara, recommended, bhagavata pora giya bhaga-
vata-sthane, that ‘If you want to read grimad—Bhdgavatam,
you must approach a person who is life living Bhagava-
ta.” Bhagavata pora giya bhagavata-sthane. Otherwise, there
is no question of Bhagavata realisation.” (Rome Srimad-
Bhagavatam 1.2.3 lecture May 27, 1974)

“...As Svariipa Damodara has said, if one wants to
learn the meaning of Srimad-Bhagavatam, one must take
lessons from a realised soul...” (Srila Prabhupada pur-
port Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-lila 753)

“...One should not proudly think that one can under-

stand the transcendental loving service of the Lord sim-
ply by reading books. One must become a servant of a
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Vaisnava... One must accept a Vaisnava guru (adau gurv-
asrayam), and then by questions and answers one should
gradually learn what pure devotional service to Krsna is.
That is called the parampara system.” (Srila Prabhupada
purport Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-lila 7.53)

nasta-prayesv abhadresu nityarir bhagavata-sevaya
bhagavaty uttama-sloke bhaktir bhavati naisthiki

“By regular attendance in classes on the Bhagavatam
and by rendering of service to the pure devotee, all that is
troublesome to the heart is almost completely destroyed,
and loving service unto the Personality of Godhead, who
is praised with transcendental songs, is established as an
irrevocable fact.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.2.18)

“Here is the remedy for eliminating all inauspicious
things within the heart which are considered to be obsta-
cles in the path of self-realisation. The remedy is the as-
sociation of the bhagavatas...” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.2.18
from purport)

“...One Bhagavata is this book Bhagavata, another
bhagavata, the person bhigavata. Who lives on the book
Bhagavata, he is person bhagavata. Two kinds of bhagavata.
So we have to learn Bhagavatam from the living bhagava-
ta... The two bhagavatas. You study Srimad-Bhagavatam
from living bhagavata. So if one does not take or does not
surrender unto the living bhagavata, he cannot under-
stand Srimad-Bhagavatam.”* (Srila Prabhupada Lecture
Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.3.23 in L.A. June 20™ 1972)

*Editor’s note: The words quoted here ‘the living bhagavata’ and ‘surrender unto
the living bhagavata’ definitely denote personality. We need to have a personal
relationship with the living bhagavata.
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“...S50 bhagavatah. Bhagavata means one who has his
relation with Bhagavan. From Bhagavan... Bhagavan
comes from the word bhagavata, and anything in relation-
ship with Bhagavan, the Personality of Godhead, is called
bhagavata. Just like this book is called bhagavata because
it has nothing to do with any other thing except the ac-
tivities of the Supreme Personality of... So Bhagavata. So
there are two kinds of bhagavata: the book Bhagavata and
the person bhagavata. So both of them are so pure that
wherever Bhigavata reading is going on... And Bhagava-
ta reading should be performed by the bhagavata, person
bhagavata. Then it is very nice. Bhagavatas tirtha-bhiitah.
They are already purified, holy place of pilgrimage. Ma-
had-vicalanam ninarin grhinam dina-cetasim. Therefore,
the bhagavatas, they travel all over the world to purify
the ordinary human being because they are dina-cetasa.
Dina-cetasa. Dina means poor...” (From a lecture by Srila
Prabhupada 5rimad—thigavatum 1.13.10, Geneva June 1,
1974)

“...If we take advantage of this great Vedic literature,
then we become fully aware of Bhagavan and the devo-
tees of Bhagavan. Therefore it is named Bhagavatam. But
this Bhagavatam has to be studied from the very begin-
ning and take the lessons from live bhagavata..” (From
a lecture by Srila Prabhupada Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.5.1,
Delhi November 28, 1975)

“Krsna continued, ‘One cannot purify himself by
travelling to holy places of pilgrimage and taking bath
there or by seeing the Deities in the temples. But if one
happens to meet* a great devotee, a mahatma who is rep-

*Editor’s note: Again here the verb ‘to meet’ is used. Meeting with someone is
obviously very personal and as is written above, “...if one happens to meet a
great devotee, a mahatma who is representative of the Personality of Godhead,
one becomes immediately purified...” This meeting with a mahatma, is all very
personal.
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resentative of the Personality of Godhead, one becomes
immediately purified.”” (KRSNA, The Supreme Personality of
Godhead - 1970 Edition : Volume 2 : KB 2-29 / Sacrificial Cere-

monies Performed by Vasudeva)

A Realised Soul

yaha, bhagavata pada vaisnavera sthane
ekanta asraya kara caitanya-carane

“If you want to understand Srimad-Bhagavatam,” he
said, ‘you must approach a self-realised Vaisnava and
hear from him. You can do this when you have complete-
ly taken shelter of the lotus feet of Sri Caitanya Mahapra-
bhu.”” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-lila 5.131)

“..if one wants to learn the meaning of Srimad-
Bhagavatam, one must take lessons from a realised soul.
One should not proudly think that one can understand
the transcendental loving service of the Lord simply by
reading books. One must become a servant of a Vaisna-
va. As Narottama dasa Thakura has confirmed, chadiya
vaisnava-sevd nistara peyeche keba: one cannot be in a tran-
scendental position unless one very faithfully serves a
pure Vaisnava. One must accept a Vaisnava guru (adau
gurv-asraya), and then by questions and answers one
should gradually learn what pure devotional service to
Krsna is.* That is called the parampara system.” (Purport
to Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-lila 7.53)

*Editor’s note: So, who is asking the questions and who is answering? This
again denotes personal contact. The act of asking questions (by the disciple)
and then receiving the answers (from the spiritual master) once again clearly
denotes personal contact. As Srila Prabhupada has written, “One must accept
a Vaisnava guru (ddau gurv-asraya), and then by questions and answers one
should gradually learn what pure devotional service to Krsna is.”
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“Manu said that since he was advised and instruct-
ed by Kardama Muni, he was very much favoured. He
considered himself lucky to receive the message by aural
reception. It is especially mentioned here that one should
be very inquisitive to hear with open ears from the autho-
rised source of the bona fide spiritual master. How is one
to receive? One should receive the transcendental mes-
sage by aural reception. The word karna-randhraih means
‘through the holes of the ears.” The favour of the spiritual
master is not received through any other part of the body
but the ears.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.22.7)

“The statement kariyachi sravana (‘l have heard it’) is
very important in the sense that hearing is more import-
ant than directly studying or perceiving. If one is expert
in hearing and hears from the right source, his knowledge
is immediately perfect. This process is called srauta-pan-
tha, or the acquisition of knowledge by hearing from au-
thorities. All Vedic knowledge is based on the principle
that one must approach a bona fide spiritual master and
hear from the authoritative statements of the Vedas. It is
not necessary for one to be a highly polished literary man
to receive knowledge; to receive perfect knowledge from
a perfect person, one must be expert in hearing. This is
called the descending process of deductive knowledge,
or avaroha-pantha.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 16.52
purport)

The Guru Gives The Instructions

“Service means you must take order from the master.
That is service. Otherwise it is mental concoction. Actu-
ally, the servant requests, ‘How can I serve you?” So when
the master orders, “You serve me like this,” then you do



R ON & @

that, that is service. And if you manufacture your service,
that is not service. That is your sense gratification. Yasya
prasadad bhagavat-prasadah. You have to see how he is
pleased. Now if he wants a glass of water and if you bring
a nice glass of milk, you can say milk is better than water,
you take it. That is not service. He wants water, you give
him water. Don’t manufacture better thing.” (Srila Prabh-
upada from a lecture, Bhagavad-gita 15.15, August 5, 1976,
New Mayapur - French farm)

“The real fact is that a bona fide spiritual master
knows the nature of a particular man and what sort of
duties he can perform in Krsna consciousness, and he in-
structs him in that way. He instructs him through the ear,
not privately, but publicly. “You are fit for such and such
work in Krsna consciousness. You can act in this way.”*
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.22.7 purport)

“This combination, the instruction of the spiritu-
al master and the faithful execution of the instruction
by the disciple, makes the entire process perfect. Srila
Visvanatha Cakravati Thakura describes in his explana-
tion of the verse in Bhagavad-gita, vyavasayatmika buddhir,
that one who wants to be certain to achieve spiritual suc-
cess must take the instruction** from the spiritual master
as to what his particular function is. He should faithfully
try to execute that particular instruction and should con-
sider that his life and soul. The faithful execution of the

*Editor’s note: Again this is clearly personal. We need personal instruction un-
der the expert guidance of the spiritual master, as he knows the nature and
needs of the individual disciple.

**Editor’s note: From the above three quotes we can see that the disciple needs to
take direct instruction from the bona fide spiritual master, that is best. Then he
needs to carry out that instruction to the best of his ability. So what is our guru
given sevd (service)?
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instruction which he receives from the spiritual master is
the only duty of a disciple, and that will bring him per-
fection...” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.22.7 purport)

And Why Shall I Disclose To You?

Indian man: When did you become the spiritual leader
of Krsna consciousness?

Srila Prabhupada: What is that?

Brahmananda: He’s asking when did you become the
spiritual leader of Krsna consciousness?

Srila Prabhupada: When my Guru Maharaja ordered me.
This is the guru-parampara.

Indian: Did it...

Srila Prabhupada: Try to understand. Don’t go very
speedily. A guru can become guru when he’s ordered by
his guru. That’s all. Otherwise nobody can become guru.
Indian woman 2: (Hindji)

Srila Prabhupada: (Hindi) Sadhi man prapannam. “I am
surrendered to You. Whatever You say, I shall carry out.”
That’s all.

Indian man: When did he tell you to...?

Srila Prabhupada: What is the business, when did he tell
me? And why shall I disclose to you? It is so very insig-
nificant thing that I have to explain to you?

Indian man: No, I am just curious when...

Srila Prabhupada: You should be curious within your
limit. You should know that one can become guru when
he is ordered by his guru, this much. (Srila Prabhupada
Lecture on Bhagavad-gita 7.2 Nairobi, October 12, 1975)*

*Editor’s note: It seems that Srila Prabhupada did not want to disclose when
his own spiritual master told him to become guru. It was enough through word
of mouth that Srila Prabhupada said he did. Also Srila Prabhupada has said,
“..When my Guru Maharaja ordered me. This is the guru-parampara...” Guru
paramapara therefore means by word of mouth from guru to disciple! Lord Krsna
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The Rtvik And The Yajamana

The most general meaning of the word rtvik is: priests
conducting the ceremony, or the priests officiating at the
sacrifice.

In the Puranic Encyclopedia a rtvik is described as:
amsapaya: name of a priest (rtvik) qualified to officiate at
a sacrifice. This priest officiated at the sacrifice (yajiia)
performed by Brahma at Puskara-ksetra. (See Chapter 34 of
Padma Purana).

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam Srila Prabhupada has written:

“...In this connection, four classes of priests, known as
rtvik, are required. They are mentioned as hota, adhvaryu,
brahma and udgata...” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.3.30 from the
purport)

In his commentary to siitra 57 of the Vedanta-siitra Srila
Baladeva Vidyabhiisana has written:

“The performer of a yajiia assigns different priests to
perform the different parts of the yajiia. The priests are
thus named according to the function they fulfill in the
yajiia.

spoke to Lord Brahma (His disciple), Lord Brahma to Sri Narada Muni his son
and disciple), Sri Narada Muni to Srila Vyasadeva (his disciple), Srila Vyasadeva
to Sri Sukadeva Gosvami (his son and disciple) and to Srila Madhvacarya (his
disciple), Sri Sukadeva Gosvami to Sri Stita Gosvami etc. etc. etc. Does anyone
have the exact date when Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada
gave the order to Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada to be guru? Does
it really matter? The guru orders the disciple, and the Vaisnavas never question
such a relationship, i.e. do you have proof? A letter? A Vaisnava will simply ac-
cept the word of another Vaisnava.
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“The performer of the yajiia thus tells the priests, “You
become the adhvaryu priest. You become the hota priest.
You become the udgata priest.” In this way a certain priest,
even though he is expert in performing all the different
functions, accepts the limited role in the yajiia. He does
not perform all the functions in the yajiia. It is not possi-
ble for him to perform all the functions in all the different
branches of the Vedas.

“The duties are distributed among the different Vedas.
The hota priest chants mantras of the Rg Veda, the adh-
varyu priest chants mantras of the Yajur Veda, the udgata
priest chants mantras of the Sama Veda, and the brahma
priest chants mantras of the Atharva Veda.

“In this way, according to the wish of the person per-
forming the yajiia, the different priests accept different
roles in the yajfia and different priestly rewards (daksina)
also.” (Vedanta-siitra commentary by Srila Baladeva
Vidyabhitisana, siitra 57)

The Supreme Lord participates in various ways in the
sacrificial process and also Himself acts as rtvik on specific
occasions. In his commentary on the Vedanta-siitra, siitra 45-
46, Srila Baladeva Vidyabhtisana has written:

artvijyam ity audulomis tasmai hi parikriyate
artvijyam—the rtvik priest’s work; ity—thus; audu-
lomih—Audulomi;  tasmai—for  that;  hi—indeed;

parikriyate—is purchased.

“Audulomi says He is like a rtvik priest. He sells Him-
self for that.” (Vedanta-siitra, siitra 45)

by
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Purport by Srila Baladeva Vidyabhiisana

“The word “iti” is used in the sense of similarity. Thus
the Supreme Personality of Godhead acts like a rtvik
priest, for the Lord maintains the nirapeksa devotees. Be-
cause He has been purchased by their devotional service,
the Lord fulfills the bodily needs of His devotees. In the
Visnu-dharma it is said:

tulasi-dala-matrena
jalasya culukena ca
vikrinite svam atmanarm
bhaktebhyo bhakta-vatsalah

‘The Supreme Personality of Godhead, who dearly
loves His devotees, sells Himself to them in exchange for
a tulasi leaf and palmful of water.’

“The rtvik priests are purchased for a certain task by
the yajamana’s payment of daksina.* Being an impersonal-
ist, Audulomi equates devotional service with buying and
selling. For these reasons the nirapeksas are the best of the
devotees.”

Srutes ca

$ruteh—from the Sruti-sastra; ca—also.

“From the Sruti-$astra also.” (Vedanta-siitra, Siitra 46)

*Editor’s note: “The rtvik priests are purchased for a certain task by the yajama-
na’s payment of daksina.” Thus they [the rtvik priests] receive payment to do a
job. Pure devotional service as advocated by the representatives of the Gaudiya
Vaisnava sampradaya is never performed for any type of material reward or gain
but in all ways done only for the satisfaction of the Supreme Lord.
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Purport by Srila Baladeva Vidyabhasana

“In the performance of yajiia the rtvik priest gives his
blessing to the performer of the yajiia (yajamana). In the
Chandogya Upanisad (1.7.8-9) it is also said:

tasmad u haivam-vid udgata brityat kam te kamam agayani

‘Then the learned udgata priest says: Of what desire
shall I sing?’

“In this way the rtvik priest gives the result of the ya-
jiia to the yajamana. As the rtvik priest thus maintains
the yajamana, so the Supreme Personality of Godhead
maintains His devotee.”* (Srila Baladeva Vidyabhiisana
Vedanta-siitra commentary chapter 3, pada 4, siitra 45 - 46)

The Yajamana

“The yajamana is the person who sponsors and/or is
the benefactor of a particular ceremony: i.e. in the case
of the wedding it is the groom; in case of sariskaras con-
cerning the wife, it is the husband; and in case of those
concerning the child, it is the father. In the case of a brah-
mana, he may perform his own ceremonies. However, if
he is unable to do this, he may invite a Vaisnava brahmana
to perform or guide the rites on his behalf (act as rtvik).”
(Sat Kriya Sara Dipika by Srila Gopala Bhatta Gosvami)

*Editor’s note: This is the most general meaning of the word yajamana—the
performer of the sacrifice; and the rtvik is the assistant; yajamana, the one on
whose behalf he [the rtvik] performs yajiia.
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Also Srila Sanatana Goswami has written:

rajanari rastra-krtari papam
raja-paparit purohitam

bharatanari stri-krtam papar
Sisya-papam gurum vrajet

“The sins of the citizens are suffered by the king; the
king’s sins by the rdja-guru; the wife’s sins by the hus-
band and the disciple’s sins by the guru.” (Hari Bhakti
Vilasa’ quoting the ‘Niti Sastra)

In this regard Srila AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
has written:

“Accepting an unlimited number of devotees or disci-
ples is very risky for one who is not a preacher. Accord-
ing to Srila Jiva Gosvami, a preacher has to accept many
disciples to expand the cult of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
This is risky because when a spiritual master accepts a
disciple, he naturally accepts the disciple’s sinful activi-
ties and their reactions.* Unless he is very powerful, he
cannot assimilate all the sinful reactions of his disciples.
Thus if he is not powerful, he has to suffer the conse-
quences, for one is forbidden to accept many disciples.”
(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 22.118)

Thus according to the information presented here, the
rtvik or officiating priest, only performs the yajiia for the
yajamana, at a price. This has nothing to do with the process

*Editor’s note: It is implied therefore that the system of rtvik initiation currently
promoted does not actually accommodate the principal of the initiating guru’s
acceptance of the disciple, particularly regarding the disposal of the disciples
accumulated sinful burden.
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of initiation. All the information that has been presented
here points to this. The rtvik point of view may be presenting
rtvik-pranali however it is definitely not sampradaya-pranali.*

Sampradya Vihina Ye

In the Padma Purana the great sage Srila Vyasadeva has
stated:

sampradya-vihind ye
mantras te nisphala matah

atah kalau bhavisyanti
catvarah sampradayinah

§ri-brahma-rudra-sanaka
vaisnavah ksiti-pavanah

catvaras te kalau bhavya
hy utkale purusottamat

“Unless one is initiated by a bona-fide spiritual master
in a bona-fide disciplic succession, the mantra he might
have received is without any effect. For this reason four
Vaisnava disciplic successions, inaugurated by Laksmi-
devi, Lord Brahma, Lord Siva, and the four Kumaras, will
appear in the holy place of Jagannatha Puri, and purify
the entire earth during the age of Kali.” (quoted from Sri-
la Baladeva Vidyabhtisana’s Prameya-ratnavali)

Srila Narahari Sarakara Thakura has written:
tatra yadi guru-visa-drusakarisvare

bhrantah krsna-yaso

*The word pranali means: system, method, line or methodology.
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vilasa vinodam nangikarati

svayarii va durabhimani loka-stavaih
krsnatvarii prapnoti

tarhi tyajya eva

“However, if the spiritual master acts enviously to-
wards the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is averse to
expanding the fame of Lord Krsna or if he personally
refuses to accept hearing or chanting about the glorious
pastimes of Lord Krsna or if the spiritual master, has
become totally bewildered, listening to the false praises
of ignorant persons and day by day is more materially
contaminated and fallen then the spiritual master is to be
abandoned.” ($17 Krsna Bhajanamrta, verse 64)

katham eva gurus tyajya iti na
krsna-bhava-lobhat krsna-praptaye
guror asrayanari krtar tad-anantarari
yadi tasminn eva gurau asura-bhavas tarhi
kim kartavyam
asura gururi tyaktoa sri-krsna-bhaktimantam
gurum anyari bhajet

“Under those circumstances one should not doubt,
‘How can I give up my spiritual master?” With a strong
desire for achieving spontaneous devotional service and
attaining the lotus feet of Lord Krsna, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, a devotee accepts the shelter of a
spiritual master as the via media to Lord Sri Krsna. How-
ever, after accepting the responsibility of serving the
spiritual master, if that spiritual master takes on asuric
qualities or a demoniac mentality then it is one’s duty to
reject such a demon asura-guru and in his place accept a

Lo
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Krsna conscious spiritual master and worship him.” ($r7
Krsna Bhajanamyta, verse 65)

tasya krsna balad asarasya
guror balam mardniyam iti

$ri $r1 vaisnavanam bhajana
vicard ya eva tu dysta bahavah

$ri-krsna-caitanyavatare
guru-niriipano siddhantah

“By taking shelter of the strength of a pure Krsna
conscious spiritual master’s devotional service, the ill
effects or contamination of the previous demoniac spir-
itual master is counteracted and destroyed. These activ-
ities are recommended by all Vaisnava authorities as the
authorised conclusion of the $astra. During.the pastimes
of Lord Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu there have been
many practical examples of the above.”

“This concludes the deliberation by sadhu-sastra-guru
on the spiritual master and related matters.” (Sri Krsna
Bhajanamrta*, verse 66)

Also in the Sri Hari-Bhakti-vilasa it is written:

avaisnavopadistena
mantrena nirayam vrajet
punas ca vidhina samyag
grahayed vaisnavad guroh
*Editor’s note: Sr7 Bhajanamrta (The Nectar of Worship) is a treatise on pure de-
votion to the Supreme Lord written in Sanskrit prose by Srila Narahari Sarakara
Thakura, a contemporary and very intimate associate of Sri Caitanya Mahapra-
bhu. In 1899 Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura edited and published this book with

his own Bengali translation. Sri Locana dasa Thakura who is the author of Sri
Caitanya-mangala was a disciple of Srila Narahari Sarakara Thakura.
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“One who receives his mantra from a guru who is a
non-devotee or who is addicted to sensual pleasure is
doomed to a life in hell. Such a person must immediately
approach a genuine Vaisnava guru and again accept the
mantra from him.” (Sr7 Hari-Bhakti-vilasa 4.144)
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Afterword
I

In the beginning of the Bhagavad-gita second chapter
Arjuna has this to say about his weakened condition:

karpanya-dosopahata-svabhavah
prechami tvarin dharma-sammiidha-cetah

yac chreyah syan niscitari brithi tan me
Sisyas te ‘hari sadhi mam toam prapannam

“Now I am confused about my duty and have lost all
composure because of weakness. In this condition I am
asking You to tell me clearly what is best for me. Now
I am Your disciple, and a soul surrendered unto You.
Please instruct me.” (Bhagavad-gita 2.7)

Here Arjuna takes the position of the disciple of Sri
Krsna and Sri Krsna takes the position as Arjuna’s guru, and
through him He instructs the whole world in the science of
the Bhagavad-gita. This is teaching by example. We know that
through each chapter of the Bhagavad-gita Krsna instructs
Arjuna until he comes to the point of surrendering to the
will of Krsna, just as the disciple surrenders to the will of
the bona fide spiritual master.
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Then in the fourth chapter of the Bhagavad-gita Krsna
explains to Arjuna:

tad viddhi pranipatena
pariprasnena sevaya

upadeksyanti te jiianam
jiianinas tattva-darsinah

“Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual
master'. Inquire from him submissively” and render ser-
vice unto him®. The self-realised soul can impart knowl-
edge unto you because he has seen the truth.” (Bhaga-
vad-gita 4.34)

Arjuna is advised to learn the truth:

'pranipatena - by approaching a spiritual master,
*pariprasnena - by submissive inquiries,
*sevayd - by the rendering of service.

Again Krsna’s instruction is all very personal and
requires direct dealing between guru and disciple.
Krsna consciousness is a personal movement we are not
impersonalists.

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam, Srila Prabhupada states:

“...As stated in Bhagavad-gita (4.34): tad viddhi pranipate-
na pariprasnena sevayd. The student must approach a spir-
itual master and surrender unto him fully (pranipatena).
He must also question him in order to understand his in-
structions (pariprasnena). One should not only surrender
to the spiritual master but also render loving service unto
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him (sevaya) so that the spiritual master will be pleased
with the student and explain the transcendental subject
matter more clearly...” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.12.3 pur-
port)

Then in the thirteenth chapter of the Bhagavad-gita Sri
Krsna advises Arjuna:

Acaryopasanari — acarya-upasanam - approach a bona fide
spiritual master. (Bhagavad-gita 13.8) In his purport to this
verse Srila Prabhupada writes, “...The principle of accepting
a spiritual master, as mentioned in the seventh [eighth]
verse, is essential. Even for one who takes to devotional
service, it is most important. Transcendental life begins
when one accepts a bona fide spiritual master. The Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna, clearly states here that
this process of knowledge is the actual path. Anything
speculated beyond this is nonsense...” (Bhagavad-gita 13.8
purport)

Also, “...As for acceptance of the spiritual master, that
is essential, because without the instruction of a bona
fide spiritual master, one cannot progress in the spiritual
science. One should approach the spiritual master with all
humility and offer him all services so that he will be pleased
to bestow his blessings upon the disciple...” (Bhagavad-gita
13.8 purport)

Then in the eighteenth chapter Safijaya states:
safijaya wvdaca

ity aharm vasudevasya
parthasya ca mahatmanah

25



1® By & 3

samvadam imam asrausam
adbhutari roma-harsanam

“Safijaya said: Thus have I heard the conversation of
two great souls, Krsna and Arjuna. And so wonderful is
that message that my hair is standing on end.” (Bhaga-
vad-gita 18.74) :

vyasa-prasadac chrutavan
etad guhyam ahan param

yogatit yogesvarat krsnat
saksat kathayatah svayam

“By the mercy of Vyasa, I have heard these most con-
fidential talks directly from the master of all mysticism,
Krsna, who was speaking personally to Arjuna.” (Bhaga-
vad-gita 18.75)

rajan sarsmrtya sarsmytya
sarirvadam imam adbhutam

kesavarjunayoh punyam
hrsyami ca muhur muhuh

“O King, as I repeatedly recall this wondrous and holy
dialogue between Krsna and Arjuna, I take pleasure, be-
ing thrilled at every moment.” (Bhagavad-gita 18.76)

Krsna as the guru has instructed Arjuna in such a way
that Arjuna surrenders to the will of Krsna. Just as the bona
fide spiritual master instructs the disciple and the disciple
surrenders (or should surrender) to the will of the spiritual
master. This is the personal relationship of the guru and the
disciple. Direct instructions.

56



R ON & @

Safijaya makes the point that this is all the mercy of his
guru, Vyasa. So Vyasa is present and Safijaya is present on the
planet at the same time. The guru and the disciple are both
personally present; they have met and have reciprocated.

Safjaya also makes the point that Krsna is personally
speaking to Arjuna. The guru instructs the disciple
personally. As previously stated in this book the guru
disciple relationship is very personal, not impersonal. The
guru speaks to the disciple and the disciple listens and then
acts according to the instructions of the bona fide spiritual
master. The guru and the disciple meet and when the guru
feels that the aspiring disciple is ready he initiates the
disciple. This is the natural flow of the guru and disciple
relationship, this is the norm, not an exception to the rule.
There are exceptions to the rule but as Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura has written:

“..It is not the duty of materialistic persons to re-
nounce the process of initiation because a few great souls
like Jada Bharata did not take initiation. Initiation is a
constitutional injunction for every birth of the living en-
tity. If initiation is not seen in the life of a perfected soul,
it should not be taken as an example. General rules are
not changed because something happens to a particular
person in a special situation...” (Follow the Mahajana by
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, from Sri Bhaktyaloka. The six
qualities that enhance Bhakti.)

Also as Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
Prabhupada has said:

“...We should certainly communicate directly with the
spiritual master. Those who do not wish to serve and as-
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sociate with their spiritual master personally are bound
to be cheated. Direct communication with guru is the first
step on the path of divine service.”

“It is not enough to serve the spiritual master with awe
and reverence only from a distance...” (Amrta Vani, Nec-
tar of Instructions for Immortality Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada)

Srila AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada has said:

“..50 we have to learn Bhagavatam from the liv-
ing bhagavata... The two bhagavatas. You study Srimad-
Bhagavatam from living bhagavata. So if one does not take
or does not surrender unto the living bhagavata, he can-
not understand Srimad-Bhagavatam...” (Srila Prabhupada
Lecture Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.3.23 in L.A. June 20 1972)

As quoted in the Sri Caitanya-caritamrta there are two
bhagavatas:

eka bhagavata bada—>bhagavata-Sastra
ara bhagavata—mbhakta bhakti-rasa-patra

“One of the bhagavatas is the great scripture Srimad-
Bhagavatam, and the other is the pure devotee absorbed in
the mellows of loving devotion.” (Sr7 Caitanya-caritamrta,
Adi-lila 1.99)

dui bhagavata dvara diya bhakti-rasa
tanhara hrdaye tanra preme haya vasa

“Through the actions of these two bhagavatas the Lord
instills the mellows of transcendental loving service into
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the heart of a living being, and thus the Lord, in the heart
of His d/evotee, comes under the control of the devotee’s
love.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 1.100)

And in summation, Srila AC Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada has stated,

“..Similarly, Srimad-Bhagavatam, the postgraduate
study of the science of Godhead, can only be learned by
studying it at the feet of a realised soul like Srila Vyasade-
va. Although Sukadeva Gosvami was a liberated soul
from the very day of his birth, he still had to take lessons
of Srimad-Bhagavatam from his great father, Vyasade-
va, who compiled the Srimad- -Bhagavatam under the in-
struction of another great soul, Sri Narada Muni...” (Sri-
mad-Bhagavatam 2.1.8 purport)

“..This is the secret. Unless one is svanubhavam, self-re-
alised, life is bhagavata, he cannot preach Bhagavata. That
is not... That will not be effective. A gramophone will not
help. Therefore Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s secretary, Svarii-
pa Damodara, recommended, bhagavata pora giya bhaga-
vata-sthane, that ‘If you want to read 5rimad—Bhﬁgavatam,
you must approach a person who is life living Bhagava-

a.” Bhagavata pora giya bhagavata-sthane. Otherwise, there
is no question of Bhigavata realisation...” (From a lecture
by Srila Prabhupada in Rome Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.2.3,
May 27, 1974)

Therefore the personal secretary of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu Srila Svariipa Damodara Goswami has said:

yaha, bhagavata pada vaisnavera sthane ...
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“If you want to understand Srimad-Bhagavatam,” he
said, “you must approach a self-realised Vaisnava and
hear from him...” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-lila
5.131)
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"It is not the duty of materialistic per-
sons. to renounce the process of initiation
because . -a--few gredt- souls Tike Jada Bharata
did not take-initiation. Initiation is a con-
 stitutional -injunction for every birth of the
living entity. If dinitiation is not seen 1in
the--1ife of a perfected soul,. it should not
be taken as an example. General rules are not
changéd because something happens to a paré-'
ticular person-in a special situation.”

e - _ — Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

"We- should certainly communhicate direct-
1y-W1th the ~spiritual ‘master. Those who do
not “Wish to serve and associate with  their
f spiritual master personally are bound to be
cheated. Direct communication with guru is-the
_-fiféf step on the path of divine service. It
Mis not-enough to serve the spiritual master
f\ith awe and reverence only from-a distance.”

“— Srila.Bhaktisiddhanta SaraSvati Thakura Prabhupada

"So-we have to Tlearn Bhagavatam from the

1iving bhagavata.... -The two bhagavatas. You
study--Srimad-Bhagavatam from living bhagava-
ta- S0 At QHe does not take or does not sur-
render ‘unto the 1iving bhagavata, he cannot
understand Sr7mad Bhagavatam.”

= Sr11a AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada '

978-0-98759

- Tattva Darshan Media
= Www.tz_ittv_adarshan.com
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